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Drivers rope the ‘Roadeo’
Lesley Christianson
NEWS EDITOR

SCSU recruited over 550 people to donate bone marrow.

PAGE 3

River Bats prank
each other for fun

Saturday dozens of transit workers
from across the state gathered at SCSU
to participate in the annual “MTC Bus
Roadeo” state championship.
Twenty-six contestants competed in
either the long or small bus competitions for the coveted chance to advance
to the national rodeo in Atlanta.
As “Wild Thing” blasted from the
sound system next to the Husky Hub,
Sue Klegstad of Southwest Transit in
Edina geared up her no. 7 bus. This
year was the first rodeo Klegstad has
been involved in.
“I just thought I’d like to do it,” she
said.
Each rodeo contestant proudly
wore their uniforms representing transit companies across the state. Drivers
came from companies including the
Minnesota Valley Transit Authority,
Duluth Metro Transit, Southwest
Transit, St. Cloud Metro Transit and
others.
The course didn’t include roping
calves or waving red banners, but a
highly technical set of obstacles each
driver had to maneuver.
■

Go to ‘Roadeo’ PAGE 3.

TIM GRUBER/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Bus “Roadeo” Captian John Garceau clocks a MTC bus driver with his radar gun as it makes its way
through the course at the 17th annual MTC Bus Roadeo in K-lot at SCSU.

Hosts spark international friendships
Marcus O’Neal
STAFF WRITER

The Bats are known for their
dugout antics and pranks.
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Imagine moving to another country where you know little of the language and even less of the culture.
Now imagine going there without
any family or friends.
For some of the 900 international
students at SCSU, this is a reality.
Students come from over 80 countries and from every corner of the
globe, from as far away as Somalia
and Indonesia. Many have come
despite these obstacles and are eager
to learn in the United States.
To help in this cultural transition,
a unique program has been set up by
the University’s Center for
International Studies.
The program is a friendship
exchange between local residents

and international students.
Host families and students are
matched up based on a variety of criteria.
“We look at interest from both
students and family; we also have
families who are interested in certain
regions of the world and some students who are interested in families
with children or families that have
animals,” Director of International
Studies Sarah Speir said.
While there are a large number of
students who are willing to participate, the number of host families has
not kept up with the demand.
“What we really need to do is
recruit families,” Speir said. “We
have a lot of students interested but
we need to build up the awareness
and get the information out to the
community.”

Host families can be single students, married couples and students
that have children. In this arrangement, the student does not live with
the host and the host does not
assume any financial responsibility.
The partnership involves many
social activities including sharing
meals, community events and holidays. Speir said this type of mentorship has a reciprocal effect.
“It’s really beneficial for both
sides. It gets the students exposed to
Minnesota culture and it gives them
a sense to what America is like outside the university,” Speir said. “For
the families, it’s a marvelous opportunity to get to know and make
friendship from another country.”
This type of cultural sharing not
only benefits the university, but
Speir said it also helps the communi-

ty by becoming more diverse and
multi-racial.
“St. Cloud, in the last couple of
years, has become a multi-cultural
city,” SCSU student Mohammed
Yassan said.
He said he believes that the more
we are exposed to other ethnicities,
the more likely we will be to accept
them.
“I think St. Cloud people are
happy, because they learn other cultures and they’re seeing people
they’ve never seen before.” Yassan
said.
There will be an orientation for
all new host families in mid-August,
and the placement will occur at a
matching picnic in September for all
students and host families.
For more information contact
Norma Dalton at (320) 202-1464.
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Man sets himself on fire, officers injured KFC halts purchase after videos release
A 52-year-old St. Cloud man was reported in stable condition at the
Hennepin County burn unit Monday while three officers of the St.
Cloud Police Department were treated and released after responding to
a call at around 2 a.m. Monday.
Officers responed to the area of 10th Avenue and 17th Street South
in reference to a call on a suicidal male, according to police reports.
The victim, Robert Noggle, had placed the call complaining of chest
pain and stated he had a container of gasoline with intent to start himself on fire.
As officers approached Noggle, he told them to stay away. He then
lit a lighter which ignited his accelerant-soaked clothing, according to
reports.
The responding officers used their uniform shirts to extinguish the
flames. One police officer was treated at the St. Cloud Hospital for
second degree burns on his hands and two other officers sustained
minor burns and scrapes.

Minneapolis set to go smoke-free

Minneapolis will be smoke-free as of March 31, 2005 after a 12-1 vote
in favor of the ordinance passed through the city council on Friday.
Mayor R.T. Rybak signed the ordinance banning smoking in bars and
restaurants Tuesday at the Bryant Lake Bowl. He was joined by council members and supporters of the ban.
The ban will include food and liquor establishments licensed by
Minneapolis, the largest city in Minnesota.
Proponents of a smoking ban in St. Paul said they would put their proposed smoking ban back on the table after Mayor Randy Kelly vetoed
it, saying he would favor a regional ban that wouldn’t set St. Paul apart
from surrounding cities.

Useless Knowledge
A South Korean movie theater owner decided that the movie “The
Sound of Music” was too long. His solution? He shortened the movie by
cutting out all of the musical scenes!

Web

www.universitychronicle.com

1. (07/23/04) False Fire Alarm,
Halenbeck Hall
2. Theft, Shoemaker Hall
3. (07/24/04) Damage to State
Property, Halenbeck Hall
4. (07/25/04) Safety Concer, W.W.
Holes Hall
5. (07/26/04) Theft from Vehicle,
H-Lot
6. Abandoned Property, ECC
7. Theft, College of Business
8. Theft, Stewart Hall

1

St. Cloud State University
13 Stewart Hall
St. Cloud, Minnesota 56301-4498

Eleven workers from a poultry processing plant have been fired and
fast-food giant KFC has halted purchases from the facility following
the release of a secretly-recorded video showing employees kicking
and stomping live chickens.
Pilgrim’s Pride, among the largest poultry producers in the United
States and Mexico, terminated three managers and eight hourly workers at its plant in Moorefield. The company said it was continuing an
investigation.
KFC President Gregg Dedrick said the company will stop buying
from the Moorefield plant until Pilgrim’s Pride can ensure no future
abuse will occur. KFC also will place a full-time inspector in the plant
to watch for further abuse.
The moves come a day after a grainy videotape was released over the
Internet by the People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals showing
employees “ripping birds’ beaks off, spray-painting their faces, twisting their heads off, spitting tobacco into their mouths and eyes, and
breaking them in half, all while the birds are still alive.”

Apple, Motorola team on cell phones
Soon you’ll be able to hear more than a busy signal on your cell phone.
Apple Computer and Motorola have signed a deal to put Apple’s iTunes
music service on cell phones.
The new service will allow users to transfer songs from their computers
to Motorola mobile handsets.
The Apple service, iTunes, sells online music downloads for 99 cents per
song.
Apple CEO Steve Jobs said the mobile phone market has great potential
for Apple, with an estimated one-and-a-half billion users worldwide.
The new service is expected to go into operation in the first half of next
year.
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Calendar of

Events

SATURDAY
■ Albany Heritage Days
Annual 5K run/walk beginning
at Legion Park Albany Golf
Course, Putting Contest for
ages 10 through 18, “Hole in 1”
contest at Putt Around Golf
Course by the Albany Dairy
Queen, youth baseball tournament, children's entertainment
at the Legion Park, rock climbing at Legion Park, hog roast,
food stands & beer garden,
junior water ball fight, bean bag
toss at Rookies Sports Bar, area
fire department demonstration,
kiddie parade, antique auto
show, grand parade, live music
by "Hog Wild" and fireworks.

News
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Red Cross honors SCSU
Derek Sullivan

Nurse Brad Jarvi marks an X on Lisa Keller for the entry point of a
blood drawing needle. Keller made her way into the American Red
Cross traveling Blood Mobile to donate blood and save a life.A Red
Cross donation drive will be in Atwood Ballroom August 10th.

The award was presented June
17 at Marrow Donor Services headquarters in Minneapolis during the
North Central Blood Services of the
American Red Cross annual volunteer appreciation event.
Communication studies professors Diana Rehling, Wendy
Bjorklund, David Warne and
Joanna Pucel along with Becky
Post, the student chairperson for the
2004 drive, accepted the award.
While the four professors
received much acclaim, Warne
quickly pointed out the efforts of
student volunteers.
“The faculty provides guidance
and mentorship, but the students
run everything,” said SCSU communication studies professor David
Warne. “The students do 99 percent
of the work.”
Post served as the overall chair
of the event. Rebakah Haugen
served as the chair of public relations, and Roshelle Kiecker served
as chair of recruitment.
“As many as ten students
helped with recruitment,” Warne
said. “The day of the event, over
60-65 students participated.”
SCSU students coordinate and
lead the drives and work closely
with faculty members, members of
the Granite City Rotary, nurses,
phlebotomists and reporters. Warne
said the training the student volunteers receive in Communication
studies helps in the recruitment
process.
“Students use their communications skills to run this project,”
Warne said. “Everything (the stu-

dents) learn in class helps them
recruit donors and nurses.”
The student drive is conducted
with the National Marrow Donor
Program, which provides marrow
and stem cell transplants to patients
with leukemia and other life-threatening diseases.
According to www.marrow.org,
more than 30,000 people are diagnosed with life-threatening diseases
each year. A marrow or blood stem
cell transplant may offer the only
chance for a cure.
“The student volunteers are saving lives because of their efforts,”
Warne said. “They are helping people in the community and people
throughout the country.”
The Granite City Rotary Club of
St. Cloud, partner in sponsoring the
annual registration drives, was also
honored as an outstanding organization. The Rotary Club provided
money to run the event. Blood
donors do not pay for blood tests as
the Rotary Club covered the cost.
The Rotary Club of St. Cloud
participates in several local charities in addition to SCSU’s marrow
donor drive. The non-profit organization works with dozens of charities including Big Brothers/Big
Sisters, Polio Plus, Boys and Girls
Club, United Way and Boy Scouts
of America.

five to 25 points. Even if the bus
merely bumped the cone without
knocking it over, that cone was
deducted from their points. Points
could also be deducted if the driver
forgot to signal on turns. Drivers
were also judged on how quickly
they could complete the course.
Drivers lost one point for each second over seven minutes that it took
them to finish.
One of the reasons Decker
placed was because he finished the
course in less than seven minutes.
“I drive better when I’m cocky;
when I have my foot on the gas,” he
said. “The faster I go, the better it
works out.”
Decker said he has been to two
state championships and several
other local competitions and he considers the St. Cloud Roadeo to be
the best.
“This is the tightest course I’ve
seen, and I’ve been to five,” Decker
said. “They only give you an inch
on each side.”

Decker said one of the best
things about the competition is
meeting new people from across the
state.
What would a bus rodeo be without a few cheerleaders? Five women
held up signs to each driver who
passed them on the course with the
number ten drawn on them. Their
lawn chairs were decorated with
balloons and streamers with the
MVTA logo printed on them.
Cones proved their resiliant
qualities by making a perfect comeback after being completely flattened by multi-ton transit vehicles.
Terry Markfort, transportation
supervisor for St. Cloud Metro Bus
and state chairman for the Bus
Roadeo, organized this year’s event.
He and fellow organizers set up
the course on Wednesday and
planned the breakfast and training
session early Saturday morning at
the Kelly Inn.
“I think the (Roadeo) went great
and the weather certainly helped,”

Markfort said.
He said he would absolutely
head up the rodeo operations the
next time the state competitions
come to St. Cloud. He said wished
well for all of the drivers but he had
his favorites to win.
“Of course I’m rooting for the
St. Cloud guys,” Markfort said.
Just like most competitive
events, the Bus Roadeo creates a
sense of pride in the home team.
Markfort said St. Cloud and Duluth
Metro Bus companies have developed a strong rival in these contests.
St. Cloud Metro Bus driver Ken
Rakke took first in the large bus category and will advance to nationals
in Atlanta. Dwane Dunfer, also from
St. Cloud Metro Bus, placed second
in the large bus category. In the
small bus competition, Roger Benitt
of Tri-Valley Heartland Express
took first and will advance to
nationals and Dennis Smith of
Granite Falls Transit placed second.

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

The American Red Cross recently honored SCSU for its efforts in
gathering people to the national
marrow donor registry.
For the past four years, SCSU
worked with the Granite City
Rotary Club to conduct bone marrow/stem cell donor registration
drives.
SCSU’s
Department
of
Communication Studies continues
to coordinate the events in honor of

the late Daun Kendig, a long-time
member of department.
The American Red Cross
Marrow Donor Services presented
an “Outstanding University” award
to
the
Department
of
Communication
Studies
for
“exceptional contribution” to the
donor program.
The SCSU drive this spring
added 141 individuals to the national registry. Over the last four years,
the SCSU drives have put approximately 550 people on the registry.

■ River Bats Baseball The
Bats host the Mankato
MoonDogs at Dick Putz Field.
Keep your ticket stubs, all fans
will be treated to a Johnny
Holm’s Band concert after the
game presented by Optimum
Mortgage Services. 3:05.p.m.

SUNDAY
■ River Bats Baseball The
Bats host the Mankato
MoonDogs at Dick Putz Field.
River Bats Trading Card Night
presented by Cash Wise Foods.
7:05 p.m.

University Chronicle
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MONDAY
■ River Bats Baseball The
Bats host the Madison Mallards
at Dick Putz Field. Turn Back
the Clock Night presented by
USLink/TDS. 7:05 p.m.

TUESDAY
■ River Bats Baseball The
Bats host the Madison Mallards
at Dick Putz Field. River Bats
Baseball Bat Night presented by
Theisen Building Supplies. 7:05
p.m.
■ Benton County Fair
Motokazie Supercross. 7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY
■ Benton County Fair
Demolition Derby. 7:30 p.m.

■

Continued from PAGE 1.

‘Roadeo’
Contestants were judged on how
accurately they could complete the
course in fewer than seven minutes.
Tory Decker represented St.
Cloud Metro Bus and took third
place in the small bus competition.
He was confident that he placed
immediately after he finished the
course.
“I think I nailed it,” Decker said.
“I only saw three cones that I hit. I
don’t know, maybe you could see
more outside of the bus.”
Ten judges, one on-board and
one posted at each of the nine obstacles, determined deduction of
points. Contestants started the
course with 500 points and could
lose up to 50 if they failed one of the
obstacles by knocking down all of
the cones. Each cone varied from
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Lose-lose dilemma
accompanies ban
The ball is rolling.
Now that Minneapolis has successfully passed a ban
on smoking in all restaurants, bars, pool halls and bowling alleys, it makes sense to wonder which city is next.
St. Paul Mayor Randy Kelly, the same man who vetoed
such a ban purposed for his city, now stands behind the
idea. The question becomes: Is St. Cloud next?
To some, the ban controversy may be a simple matter
of smokers versus non-smokers. In reality, there is much
more at stake. The debate is one of values. Which is
more important: better public health or the rights of
smokers?
Minneapolis City Council President Paul Ostrow said
it best, “There are a lot of things that are great for the
public health and bad for democracy, and this is one of
them. Banning Big Macs is good for health, but we’re
not going to do that.”
The ban appears to be a lose-lose situation. While the
non-smoking majority can now enjoy a right to clean air
in the bar, they will still have to use the entrance/exit
that will undoubtedly be packed with disgruntled patrons
having their cigarettes outside. Smokers can’t conveniently enjoy their habit, and non-smokers still end up
having to deal with the same dirty air.
Aside from the simple comfort/health issue, there
could be serious economic repercussions as well. St.
Paul City Council Member Dave Thune said, “There
shouldn’t be any winners or losers in this battle. The
only losers should be the tobacco companies.” He couldn’t be more wrong. While tobacco companies will certainly suffer, they won’t be the alone. Business owners
fear that the ban will scare away customers, and rightfully so. For many, smoking and drinking simply go
together, and bar owners realize this. In a town as alcohol oriented as St. Cloud, such a ban could be a disaster.
Efforts have been made to curb smoking in St. Cloud
and at SCSU in the past year with smoke-free campaigns featuring SCSU athletes, banning smoking in
front of doorways on campus and a $222,358 grant
awarded to St. Cloud to help prevent tobacco use.
Does St. Cloud really have anything to worry about?
Although anti-smoking campaigns are prevalent, a
smoking ban is still in the distance. Time will tell.
The opinions expressed on the Commentary page are not necessarily those
of the college, university system or student body.

Too much thought can be dangerous
“Are you kidding me,” I thought
as I wiped a gob of sweat from my
brow. I was at the JCC, a YMCA type
fitness center in St. Paul. A 5-foot-7,
220 lbs. personal trainer—at least in
her sixties—was approaching me.
“Could you please be a little bit
quieter when you set the weights
down, you’re disturbing people,” she
snapped.
“But I—” It was too late. She had
already turned her head in dismay and
wobbled away before I could defend
myself from her accusations.
Meanwhile, two benches down,
someone was panting heavily as if
they had just finished running a
marathon. Upon closer inspection I
noticed that it was a familiar face—a
childhood friend. It had been about 10
years since my last encounter with
this once dorky four-eyed squirt.
It appeared as if things hadn’t
changed much. Now in his twenties,
his body was still littered with freckles, and while I had long since come
and gone through puberty, it looked as
if he were still struggling to get there.
Exhausted from his curls, a 15-pound
weight lay by his side. He rolled his
sleeves up and stood grasping his
puny biceps in the mirror while making a snarl (or perhaps pathetically
attempting to be ogled by women).
“Hey man,” I said on my way to
get a drink. “Wassup,” he answered
back. He clearly didn’t recognize who
I was which was probably for the better.
After I quenched my thirst, I
noticed a bulletin board titled, “Eyes
and Ears of the Fitness Center.” The
board works as a Q & A platform for
fitness members to express their concerns via submitting a question/con-

NICK
HANSON
STAFF
ESSAY
cern to a box. Staff members answer
the questions and post their answers
for everyone’s viewing pleasure.
However, I couldn’t discover one
health-related question on the wall.
Instead the questions and answers
ranged from useless to stupid.
Useless question: “Why can’t we
get more towels in the fitness center?”
Answer: “I’m sorry, but I’m afraid
they would get stolen. You’ll just have
to make do with what we have.”
Stupid question: “The staff is really nice and friendly, I enjoy the pleasant atmosphere—keep up the good
work!” Answer: “Yea!”
An out of shape personal trainer, a
string bean weight lifter and a Q & A
board with useless information. The
overwhelming irony bugged me.
On my way home I started thinking and a sense of clarity overtook my
mind. Normally these contradictions
wouldn’t have bothered me, but today
it was different. Had I become so
accustomed to blatant irony that I was
immune? Had I subconsciously
accepted illogical circumstances as an
irrevocable part of life. My head filled
with visions. I suppose you could
compare it to a hallucination experienced by Jim Morrison on a peyote
pilgrimage into the desert.
First I thought of St Cloud:

Loss of professors, larger classes
and dwindling education supplies as
construction of a new multi-million
dollar athletic stadium/facility progresses on schedule. A bowling alley
raided for no a money exchange
“gambling” event undoubtedly within
a mile of a meth lab or domestic disturbance. A university/community
that discourages drinking within a
half mile of a multitude of bars which
also borders on housing unsuitable for
anybody but alcoholics. A university
President many have branded an outstanding community member as well
as a role model leader, yet I have
never spotted him walking through
campus in four years.
Why hadn’t I questioned these
things in the past? Was I too busy
watching TV? How could they be so?
And then my visions blossomed to a
national, no, international scope. I
was transcending both time and
space.
My thoughts raced:
Homemaker Martha Stuart in jail.
A fat white rich man trying to
dethrone the President. The President
scared of a fat white rich man.
Breakthrough medications for heartburn, male enhancement and depression while millions die from AIDS,
cancer and heart disease. Marriage
preached as a sacred union in a nation
where at least 50 percent of all people
get divorced.
“AAAAAAHHHH,” I screamed.
Everything went black… I was home.
The visions subsided and I wondered
what had come over me.
“F— it,” I said. “Who cares. All of
this thinking is making me hungry.”
So, I went to McDonalds and got a
new salad and water combo meal.

News

THURSDAY July 29, 2004

University Chronicle

Page 5

Pranks entertain Bats dugout
Ben Birnell
SPORTS EDITOR

Peering underneath the River
Bats dugout bench at Dick Putz Field
about an hour before the first pitch of
Tuesday night’s game against
Northwoods League opponent, the
Wisconsin Woodchucks, Bats manager Tom Fleenor came to two conclusions.
“I don’t think Baker is small
enough to fit under there and I don’t
think Denove would want to get his
uniform dirty,” Fleenor said gazing
out behind his sunglasses with a bit
of sarcasm and a smile.
The two players that Fleenor is
referring to are Bats pitcher Craig
Baker and catcher Chris Denove.
Both have become known around the
Bats organization as team pranksters.
“I wouldn’t say they’re true masters of chicanery,” Fleenor said.
“They can’t quite be put in that category of really good pranksters like
the Roger McDowells or the Bert
Blylevens. But they’re young and
they’re working towards becoming
good.”
When it comes to the art of pranking other teammates, there’s a few
things that have been used numerous
times that seem to work. Baker
explains that a prank called “hot
seat” is a popular prank pulled.
“That’s where someone, usually
Denove, crawls underneath the
bench, puts a piece of tape underneath the place where the unsuspecting person is sitting and lights it on

fire,” Baker explains. “There’s also
the lighting of a piece of tape on
someone’s cleat on fire. It gets a little out of hand sometimes, but it’s all
in fun.”
Denove remembers the first
prank that Baker got him with after
arriving from UCLA a few weeks
after the season had started.
“When I first got here, Baker got
me good with the ‘water cup,’” he
explained. “He came up to me, had
me hold a glass of water and water
poured out all over me.”
After that prank, Denove actually
did crawl underneath the bench,
“desperate times call for desperate
measures,” he said and pulled a
prank on Baker, one that he remembers well.
“Denove’s got me a couple of
times,” Baker said. “I remember he
went under the bench and burned a
hole in my pants. That’s when I
called it quits.”
Denove is more revealing when it
comes to his favorite pranks he’s
pulled. He stated that his favorite
prank he’s pulled this season
involved assistant coach Zach
Huckabay and bucket of baseball’s
that sit on the steps of the Bats
dugout.
“Huckabay was sitting on the
bucket of balls and I found a phone
cord in the back room,” Denove said.
“While he was sitting there, I wove
the phone cord through his belt loop
and tied it to the bucket without him
knowing. The whole time he had no
clue, so when he got up the whole

bucket of balls came with him. That
was a good one.”
Other strange occurrences happen
in the Bats dugout. In any inning,
when the count is two balls, two
strikes and two outs, Bats players do
things with their hats as part of a
small superstition. Baker said he
picked up some of things the team
does while attending school at Cal
State-Northridge.
“Different guys have different
things that we do on the ‘twos,’”
Baker said. “We have the ‘roller
coaster,’ where everyone picks up
their legs and they pretend they’re on
a roller coaster.”
He stated they also get into the
promotion that the River Bats run
where if a certain batter from the
other team strikes out, it’s half price
beer for the remaining of the inning.
Baker said the team draws from a TV
game show called “Press Your
Luck,” that had characters called
“whammies” that would be bad for
the contestant. He stated that when
the “beer batter” has the two balls,
two strikes count, the team starts to
chant “beer!” There’s also one called
the campfire where all the players
throw their hats in the middle and
create a makeshift campfire. Baker
said that was reserved for only big
situations.
Denove’s antics also draw laughs
from people in the stands paying
attention. During a recent game, the
song “We Like to Party” by the
Venga Boys blared over the P.A. system and out of nowhere Denove

VISUALS EDITOR/MATT KASTER

River Bats catcher Chris Denove and right-handed pitcher Craig
Baker have formed a St. Cloud connection from their Golden State
roots.
started dancing like Chris Pontius
from MTV’s “Jackass.” His mom
was is in the stands and, according to
Denove, thought it was hilarious.
During a recent on-field promotion where two kids race from second base, throw on a River Bats uniform and then try to beat each other
to home plate. Bats promotional
coordinator Caitlin Lerfald was
down a few races to counterpart
Andrew Bauer and the recent race

didn’t look to be going Lerfald’s way
either. Denove, who had the night
off, raced out to help the contestant.
He managed to help the contestant
win.
“It’s my third year here, so I pretty much do what I want,” a smiling
Denove said. “I’d never done that
and everyone deserves to win,
Caitlin (and her contestant were) losing, so I figured I’d help them out.”

‘White Castle’ delivers the pothead dream
Dude, what happened to “Dude,
Where’s My Car?” Where’s the
nudity, crude language and most of
all, where’s the pot? This supposed
stoner comedy about tokinginduced amnesia was trimmed to
seeds and stems for a fresh-smelling
PG-13 rating. The only grass reference that made it to the final cut is a
shot of a dog getting high. Okay,
that’s pretty funny, but by no
account stellar.
This week, director Danny
Lenier redeems himself with
“Harold and Kumar go to White
Castle” the R-rated “yes-ICannibus” road trip destined for
viewing in the hazed-out living
rooms of peace-loving stoners for
years following its video release.
Tightly-wound
KoreanAmerican Harold (John Cho,
“American Pie”, “Better Luck
Tomorrow”) is sick of taking it from
his coworkers. The white-bread
yuppies (one of them played by teen
movie poster-boy Ethan Embry)
dump their work on Harold so they

JOHN
BEHLING
MOVIE
CRITIC
can take a night out on the town,
quipping that they’ve probably
made their Korean coworker’s day.
Kumar (Kal Penn, “Van Wilder”) is
sick of his dad’s attempts to get him
into medical school, purposely
blowing an interview by virtue of
the bong-hit ring tone on his cell
phone. Both of them hate a clan of
Mountain Dew slugging racist
extreme-sporter nuts who parade
around
screaming,
“That’s
extreme,” and in their best Apu
voices, “Thank you, come again.”
But Harold and Kumar have a
method of rising above this cruel
world: getting stoned. After a few

rounds with the bong on a typically
crappy day, a nearly pornographic
White Castle commercial comes on
the tube. Driven to action by their
munchies, the two embark on a
quest for those mouth-tingling sliders. And, of course, their journey
leads them through a zany night of
cops, animals, hang gliders, boilinfested circus freaks, ivy league
hippies, hot chicks, run-ins with a
drug-addled Sean Patrick Harris
(Doogie Howser MD) and so on.
But what Leiner’s film has over
the rest of teen gross-out comedies
and “one crazy night” comedies is
more than pure audacity. From its
first scene, “Harold and Kumar”
spits on every rule of the genre. The
protagonists aren’t big stars; they
aren’t even white. In fact, the movie
is just festering with big, dumb,
white assholes. The same big dumb
white assholes who would be the
heroes in pretty much any other
movie. From the extreme sports
punks to small town cops, just about
everybody is out to get the innocent,

good-intentioned heroes, suggesting
that being a minority is almost as
much of a crime in America as
being a pothead.
For Penn, who carries the movie
with his charming rosy-eyed stare, it
could almost be called “Revenge of
the Bit-Part Ethnic Actors.” Penn’s
role in Van Wilder was a shrieking
sex-crazed Indian stereotype whose
name actually was “Taj Mahal.”
Granted, Penn made his most out of
the role, upstaging the lisping Van
Wilder (played by Ryan Reynolds
who cameos in “Harold and
Kumar”), it was by no means a
choice role. This time around, he’s
allowed to play a perfectly
American Indian-American young
adult, a scarce sight in mainstream
Hollywood. Penn carries the weighof Cho’s sluggish straight-man
through the film’s slow spots and
there are plenty of them but despite
a great start and some sparks intermittently later on, “Harold and
Kumar” is cashed after its first hour.
But it’s hard to find a comedy that

keeps delivering all the way into the
last reel (the Farrelley brothers
should be put on a two-films-a-year
regiment). It’s also hard to find a
comedy as funny as “Harold and
Kumar” is at its best, especially
when it’s lampooning antiMarijuana public service announcements.
Despite the title, “Harold and
Kumar” doesn’t play like a commercial. Yes, White Castle is the glowing shrine where our slacker heroes
finally find the courage to stick it to
the man. But ironically, the film is
much more crude and subversively
funny than “Dude Where’s My
Car?,” a film with no corporatehang-ups. It’s doubtful “Harold and
Kumar” could even be made without its advertorial shell, but that’s
Hollywood these days. If you don’t
fit their picture they don’t want you.
Good thing we have White Castle,
defender of the little guy who likes
to get high. God Bless you White
Castle. Now if only there was one in
Saint Cloud.
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HOUSING

2 BDRM APT. FOR RENT
Near SCSU Free Laundry and
Parking. $550/mo. Contact John at
320-309-4973
NICE 4BDRM APTS NEAR SCSU
Updated interior free parking 195/mo
320-980-7545.
ROOMMATE WANTED
1 BR open 2BR XL NEW APT 320761-3404.
ROOMMATES 1, 2, 3 BDRM
APTS IN HOUSES. CLEAN. N.S.
N.P. 253-5340
PREMIER LOCAL STILL AVAIL
Two, Three and Four bedroom apartments with secured keyless entry,
reserve parking and move-in specials! Available for rent within walking
distance of campus. Night and weekend showings available.
Call MNX Property Management for
all details. 320-259-8143
SPACIOUS 1 BR JUNE 1
Free Parking! 2 blks from campus,
behind Coborn’s. Choose from 6,9
or 12 month lease. Laundry on site.
Heat and garbage. Great for single
student or 2 to share. Call 320-2822272 or 320-224-5467 if interested.
HUGE BRIGHT PRIVATE ROOM
Nice family looking to share furnished room in family home w/
responsible female. Jean @ 320251-0123 or jwr1021@hotmail.com
APARTMENTS ON 5TH, 6TH AVE.
3 and 4 bedrooms, heat paid, A/C,
D/W, Laundry, parking. Nice, close.
Excel Property Mgmt. 251-6005
1 & 2 BEDROOM APTS.
Near Northside, Heat paid, A/C,
Parking, Clean, Quiet. Excel Prop.
Mgmt. 251-6005
CARETAKER/SECURITY PERSON
Live-in studio or 4 bedroom apt.
Reduced rent plus hourly wage. Start
8/1/04 Excel Prop. Mgmt. 251-6005
4 BEDROOM APTS.
Great locations, heat paid, A/C, D/W,
Parking, Nice. Excel Prop. 251-6005
ROOMATES SHARE 4 BDRM APT
Males & Females, Clean, Close.
Excel Prop. Mgmt. 251-6005
FEMALE ROMMATES TO SHARE
4 Br Apts. Heat Pd. A/C, D/W,
Parking. Excel Prop. 251-6005.

CLASSIFIEDS
FEMALE SUBLET IN 4 BDRM APT
Heat paid, A/C, D/W, parking, close.
Excel Property Mgmt. 251-6005
1, 2, 3, 4 BEDROOM APTS. AVAIL.
Close to campus, heat included,
reserve parking/garages available.10
month leases. 320-259-8143
CARETAKER/SECURITY PERSON
Live with others. 4 Br. Apt. Reduced
Rent. Plus Hourly Wage.Start
9/1/04. Excel Prop. MGMT. 251-600
FEMALE ONES & TWOS
to share 4 Br. Apts. Heat Pd. D/W,
Parking. Excel Prop. 251-6005
$$$220$$$
Large single bedroom within 4 bedroom apts. Available Now! Located
near Hockey Center. $220 and up!
761-1571 www.nomgmt.com
TIRED OF ROOMMATES?
We have very affordable 1BR Apts!
Starting at $460 per month. Don’t
worry about your heat, water,
garbage or basic cable bills, we got
‘em covered! Call 251-7600 ext. 556
MICHIGAN PLACE APTS
Spacious 1, 2, 3 & 4 bdrm apts available for September! Heat, water,
garbage and basic cable inculded.
Located close to SCSU on the bus
route.
Call
761-1571
www.nomgmt.com/mp
BEAT THE SUMMER HEAT!
1, 2, 3 & 4 BR units avail. with air
conditioning! Close to Campus and
on the bus route! Stay cool this summer call Angie at 255-9262
$$$ 1-STOP SHOPPING $$$
1,2,3&4 bdrm apts available close to
SCSU! Heat, Water, Garbage and
basic
cable
included!
www.nomgmt.com/se 654-8300
PAYING 1ST&LST MONTH RENT?
No need when you Lease from
Northern Management! Low Security
Deposits. Heat, Water & Garbage
paid. Off-street parking avail.
Located
on
Busline.
www.nomgmt.com/se 654-8300
LARGE 2 BDRM APTS!!!
Prairie Home Apts. A/C, Heat, water
garbage included. Starting at $580.
Call now and reserve yours with a
balcony! 251-7600 ext. 556
2 BDRM DESIRABLE SOUTHSIDE
Local. 493-0096/253-7979/250-1185
3 BDRM TOWNHOME BY HALENbeck. Free Parking Call 255-7002
2 BDRM APT BY HALENBECK
Free Parking. Call 255-7002
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OLYMPIC II APARTMENTS
4 BR Units + Fill-In Spots
Rents starting at $240 per month
H/W/S/G Paid. Call Pillar Property
(320)259-4259

LARGE SINGLE ROOM
Private Bathroom, A/C, utilities
included, kitchen facilities. For the
older student. 706 6th Ave S. 2529226. After 4:30pm

UNIVERSITY SQUARE I
FREE COLOR TV with a 12
MONTH Lease! Rent: $220/month
H/W/S/G Paid. Call Pillar Property
(320)259-4259

2 TO 10 BEDROOM HOMES
For Rent. Close to Campus. Call
Select Properties 320-253-1154

UNIVERSITY SQUARE II APTS
New Appliances & New Carpeting!
H/W/S/G & Basic Cable Paid.
Call Pillar Property (320)259-4259
NEED FEMALE SUBLEASER
to live with 7 friendly girls. Large
house, fireplace, wood floors, nice
room. Call Jim: 320-968-7137
FIVE BDRM HOUSE NEAR LAKE
George; SCSU parking avail; open
now $1500 includes util. 259-6044
CUTE 3 BDRM HOUSE
Near Campus. Avail Fall. Laundry,
garage. $900 plus util. 251-6860
ROOM IN HOUSE AVAIL SEPT 1st
pool table, hot tub, swimming pool,
all utilities included, 2 miles from
campus. $330/mo. call 493-2608
2 BDRM SIDE-BY-SIDE DUPLEX
w/ garage. $725 plus utilites. No
Pets. 249-1187, 285-5253
1 PLUS BDRM HOUSE FOR SALE
or rent. $500 plus utilties. No Pets
249-1187, 285-5253
2 BDRMS IN 5 BDRM HOUSE
2 blocks from SCSU. Available
immediatly. Call Jim 612-508-3723 97 pm.
NEED 3 ROOMMATES TO SHARE
4 BR/2 BA house util. pd. N/S or
Pets. Free Parking $300 on Bus line
call 612-616-8526
2, 3 & 4 BEDROOM APARTMENT
224-4409
HALENBECK APTS. 1/2 BLOCK
from campus. Spacious, two bath.
259-9434
3 & 4 BDRM APTS. WITH NEW
Dishwashers. Heat, 70+ cable channels. Paid rates starting at $250 per
person please call 259-9673
3 & 4 BDRM APTS. WITH NEW
Dishwashers, newly carpted. Heat
70+ cable channels paid. Call 2599673

SOUTHSIDE PARK 4 BDRM
2 Bathroom Apartments and rooms
for Rent. Call Select Properties 2531154.
MAYNE ESTATES 4 BDRM APTS
and Rooms. Low Rent Rates. Call
Select Properties 253-1154
WEST CAMPUS 4 BDRM APTS
and Rooms. Low Monthly Rents. Call
Select Properties 253-1154
CAMPUS EAST 4 BDRM 2 BATH
Apartments and Rooms for Rent.
Call Select Properties 253-1154
RENTERS WANTED!
2 Bdrms Avail in a 5 Bdrm House
$340/mo. Utilities Included. Call 320309-9711.
HOUSES 5, 6, 7, 9 & 10 BDRM.
Apts 1, 2, 3 & 4 Bdrm. Near SCSU.
Rent Neg. Updated. Good Condition
Heat Paid, Parking included. Dan
251-1925
HOUSES 5, 6, 7, 8 & 9 BRS
1-5 Blocks to SCSU. Heat and
Parking. Included. Updated. Dan
251-1925
1 BR APTS $400-$450
Near Coborns.HeatPd.Dan 251-1925
COLLEGIATE VIEW APTS 2 BRS
$550-$580 parking Included.
Spacious Brs and Lr. Dan 251-1925
3 BR APTS VARIOUS LOCALS
1-4 blks to SCSU. Dan 251-1925
SCSU EFFICIENCIES
2,3&4 Bdrms avail immed. Located
on 5th Ave S. CallJohnsonProperties
320-229-1919
CARETAKER NEEDED
Free Bdrm in a 4 Bdrm Apt. Please
contact Angie for more info 654-8300
CALLING ALL DUPLEX RENTERS
I have the perfect duplex for you. Call
Laura at 249-3090 about 2+3 Br
duplexes. Avail now and Sept 1st
PINE POINT APTS. WOULD YOU
like a clean, quiet, spacious place to
call home? Give us a call 320-2500139

SUBLEASER WANTED:
Share Apt w/ 4 other students. Own
Room. Last Month rent and parking
free. 2 Blks from Campus. call Maria
507-351-5686

EMPLOYMENT

START OFF THE SCHOOL YEAR
with extra cash! Temp Cleaners
needed to clean apts August 27th to
Sept 1st. Must be able to work 8-5
Daily Excellent pay $10-12 per hr.
Call Laura today 255-9262
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